
KODÁLY AND FRIENDS IN THE MUSIC CLASSROOM 

This course is designed to give an excellent knowledge of music and its pedagogy. It is a 

completely practical course full of materials and ideas that are presently being used by 

Kodály practitioners around the world today. The music curriculum set by the Department of 

Education & Skills is based on the Kodály method of music education. We will have daily 

classes in singing, Kodály methodology, solfege and music materials incorporating the 

Gordon Music Learning Theory. In this course we will learn how to effectively teach rhythm, 

pitch, beat, singing, solfege and all other aspect of music. As mentioned, it is a practical 

course, so we will be learning a variety of songs and games to perform and play with your 

classes to help them discover and experience music at the highest standard. At the end of the 

course you will have a library of songs, games and activities to bring back to your classroom 

and school. Everyone is welcome to this course no matter what level of music you may think 

you have. We will start from the very beginning and scaffold our way up from junior infants, 

all the way to sixth class. Fearghal holds a BMus from the CIT Cork School of Music, 

Kodály Certification from the American Kodály Institute and a Masters of Education (M.Ed. 

Kodály emphasis) from Loyola University Maryland, USA. He is also a doctoral student at 

the Royal Irish Academy of Music, studying for a doctorate of music performance in choral 

conducting. Fearghal is founder and conductor of the multi award winning Cork Institute of 

Technology Chamber Choir. He is also the conductor of the Lismore Choir in Co. Waterford 

and the Rennies National School choir in Co. Cork. Wexford Gateway Orchestra and 

Clontempo choir, Clonmel. While studying in America, he was fortunate to work with the 

Children's Chorus of Maryland and the American Kodály Children's Choir. Fearghal has 

worked in many primary schools in Cork and Waterford for the past four years giving 

musicianship classes. He also gave four Kodály based workshops for the Waterford teachers 

centre in 2014. He was also offered a teaching fellowship at the Royal Irish Academy of 

Music, teaching musicianship classes, working with the Academy’s ensembles, and tutor for 

three string quartets as part of the Academy’s new chamber music courses, working closely 

with the RTE Contempo Quartet. Fearghal has lectured at the Cork Institute of Technology, 

lecturing music education on the Early Years Education degree 

 


